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Preface 

This  report  follows  the  general  outline  of  previous  annual 
school  reports  which  enables  comparison  of  the  statistics  to 
be  made  easily. 

A  very  encouraging  feature  to  be  noted  is  the  reduction 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  by  the 
Head  Teachers  and  amongst  these  the  numbers  in  respect  of 
diphtheria  fell  from  90  in  1948  to  31  in  the  year  under  review. 
The  figure  in  1939  was  344  which  occurred  in  a  considerably 
smaller  school  population  and  a  fall  has  been  general  through¬ 
out  the  country.  The  decline  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease 
records  the  success  of  the  diphtheria  immunisation  campaign 
which  is  the  largest  single  factor  responsible  and  is  a  notable 
achievement  of  the  preventive  health  service. 

During  the  year,  the  X-ray  plant,  approved  for  use  in  the 
Bilston  area,  came  into  operation  end  has  been  of  great 
assistance  in  dealing  with  special  cases. 

An  important  advance  in  the  Service  was  made  by  the 
appointment  of  two  qualified  Speech  Therapists.  The  arrange¬ 
ments  to  deal  with  this  need  previously  were  quite  inadequate 
and  though  249  cases  were  receiving  treatment  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  the  need  is  far  from  satisfied.  Every  effort  will  be 
made  to  treat  more  children  in  need  by  the  appointment  of 
further  staff. 

The  other  outstanding  features  in  the  work  of  the  year 
are  no  cause  for  satisfaction.  There  is  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  medical  and  dental  inspections  carried  out  and 
there  is  no  need  to  stress  the  reasons  for  this,  which  were 
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commented  on  in  the  preface  to  the  report  for  1948.  The 
large  drop  in  the  number  of  routine  medical  examinations  is 
not  occasioned  totally  by  the  reduction  in  medical  staff 
available  during  the  year,  for  an  increased  proportion  of  their 
time  was  spent  on  medical  examinations  for  superannuation 
purposes  and  in  connection  with  the  issue  of  employment 
licences.  Unhappily  the  amount  of  dental  work  fell  parallel 
with  the  number  of  the  staff  and,  in  four  areas,  no  dental 
surgeon  was  available  at  all  and  each  surgeon  on  the  staff 
had  twice  as  many  children  under  his  care  as  can  be  properly 
attended  by  one  person.  The  effects  of  this  lack  are  not  easy 
to  measure,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  those  children,  who  have 
not  had  the  benefits  cf  these  inspections,  are  likely  to  have 
the  same  proportion  of  defects  as  those  examined,  but  their 
treatment  will  not  be  undertaken  sc  quickly,  if  at  all. 

The  number  of  orthodontic  appliances  supplied  shows  an 
increase,  though  the  number  of  cases  treated  wTas  smaller. 
This  indicates  that  the  limited  attention  possible  was  given  to 
the  more  severe  cases.  As  has  been  previously  stressed,  this 
important  work  should  form  a  larger  feature  of  the  dental 
scheme. 

The  position  as  regards  handicapped  pupils  is  still  not 
entirely  satisfactory.  Though  the  existing  schools  for  education¬ 
ally  subnormal  children  and  maladjusted  boys  have  carried 
out  most  useful  work,  there  is  need  for  further  accommodation 
for  these  classes  and  others  also.  Particular  difficulty  exists 
in  finding  accommodation  for  children  with  multiple  handi¬ 
caps. 

The  sanitary  conditions  at  many  schools  have  been 
unsatisfactory  in  recent  years  and  it  was  difficult  to  secure 
improvements,  though  happily  this  position  is  improving. 
Even  so,  when  all  defects  are  removed,  the  very  important 
task  of  encouraging  children  to  wash  after  using  the  closets 
wall  remain.  The  “  sales  resistance  ”  to  this  idea  is  enormous, 
yet  by  this  simple  action  almost  all  food  infections  and  a 
number  of  infectious  diseases  can  be  avoided. 

Similar  remarks  wrere  made  about  the  use  of  soap  and 
water  in  1947  in  respect  of  the  dirty  and  verminous  condition 
of  some  school  children.  The  simple  remedy  of  soap  and 
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water  is  knowm  to  all,  yet  the  legal  process  laid  down  to  bring 
this  fact  home  to  indolent  parents  is  so  cumbersome  that  it 
defeats  its  own  end  and  the  number  of  dirty  and  verminous 
children  remains  practically  unchanged. 

It  can  be  seen  that  additions  and  improvements  to  the 
service  are  being  made  as  opportunity  occurs  ;  that  the  pre¬ 
ventive  measures  in  respect  of  infectious  diseases  have  yielded 
important  results,  yet  in  the  background  there  is  cause  for 
disquiet  in  the  reduction  in  the  total  amount  of  work  carried 
out. 

What  success  has  been  achieved  is  the  result  of  the 
interested  co-operation  and  diligence  of  all  the  members  of 
the  Staff,  including  those  of  the  Education  Department  and 
the  help  which  the  latter  have  given  is  appreciated  for  itself 
and  more  so  for  the  recognition  it  implies  of  the  value  of  the 
work  to  the  child  population  cf  this  County. 

G.  RAMAGE, 

County  School  Medical  Officer. 
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REPORT 


Staff 

Three  part-time  medical  officers  accepted  temporary 
appointments  during  the  year,  but  one  of  them  resigned  after 
only  a  few  months  service. 

Two  members  of  the  staff  were  appointed  as  medical 
officers  of  health  as  a  result  of  which  they  had  less  time  to 
devote  to  school  work.  Three  other  medical  officers  resigned 
and  one  retired  and  one  died. 

Two  dental  surgeons  were  appointed  and  one  resigned. 
Two  dental  surgeons  relinquished  part-time  appointments  and 
two  others  relinquished  full-time  appointments  and  were 
subsequently  re-appointed  on  a  part-time  basis. 

Hygiene 

t 

A  sanitary  survey  forms  part  of  routine  medical  examina¬ 
tion  and  the  medical  officers,  after  inspecting  the  school 
buildings  and  precincts,  submit  details  of  any  defects  found, 
which  are  subsequently  reported  to  the  Director  of  Education 
so  that  the  School  Architect,  or  the  Management  Committee, 
if  the  school  be  voluntarily  maintained,  can  remedy  the 
defects. 

This  year  these  inspections  of  premises  have  disclosed 
217  schools  with  various  defects  which  were  reported  to  the 
Architect  and  appropriate  action  was  taken. 

Water  Supplies 

Samples  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations 
were  taken  from  seven  schools.  Five  specimens  proved  satis¬ 
factory  and  two  unsatisfactory.  In  the  latter  cases  instruc¬ 
tions  were  given  that  the  water  must  be  boiled  before  being 
used  for  drinking  purposes. 

Vaccination 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  children  found 
to  be  vaccinated  and  unvaccinated  in  the  routine  age  groups 
inspected. 

No.  No.  No.  Percentage 

examined  vaccinated  unvaccinated  unvaccinated 

Entrants  . .  . .  8,466  2,873  5,593  66.06 

2nd  Age  Group  ..  5,124  1,779  3,345  65.28 

3rd  Age  Group  . .  6,503  2,457  4,046  62.21 
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Medical  Inspection 

The  function  of  the  School  Health  Service,  to  secure  free 
medical  treatment  for  pupils  in  attendance  at  any  School  or 
County  College  maintained  by  this  Authority  and  not  other¬ 
wise  provided  for  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  was  continued  under  section  48(3)  of  the  Education 
Act,  1944. 

The  inspection  of  entrants,  second  and  third  age  groups 
was  continued  and  together  with  special  inspections  and  re¬ 
inspections,  34,211  children  were  examined  and  10,582 
parents  attended  the  medical  inspections  so  that  they  could 
consult  the  doctors  as  to  the  health  of  their  children. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  schools  for  these  purposes 
was  586. 

At  each  school  inspection  one'age  group  (Routine  Inspec¬ 
tion)  is  examined,  together  with  all  cases  previously  found  to 
have  defects  (Re-inspections),  as  well  as  any  cases  presented  by 
the  Head  Teacher  or  discovered  by  the  Medical  Officer  which 
do  not  fall  into  the  age  group  under  inspection  and  have  not 
been  previously  examined  (i.e.  Specials). 

The  Age  Groups  as  laid  down  in  the  Statutory  Rules  and 
Orders,  1945,  No.  1,076,  are  as  follows  : — 

(, a )  Every  pupil  who  is  admitted  for  the  first  time  to  a 
maintained  school  shall  be  inspected  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  date  of  his  admission. 

( b )  Every  pupil  attending  a  maintained  Primary  School 
shall  be  inspected  during  the  last  year  of  his  attend¬ 
ance  at  such  a  school. 

(c)  Every  pupil  attending  a  maintained  Secondary 
School  shall  be  inspected  during  the  last  year  of  his 
attendance  at  such  a  school. 

(d)  Every  pupil  attending  a  maintained  School  or  County 
College  shall  be  inspected  on  such  occasions  as  the 
Minister  may,  from  time  to  time  direct,  or  the 
Authority,  with  the  approval  of  the  Minister,  may 
determine.  The  parent  of  every  day  pupil  shall,  so 
far  as  is  practicable,  be  given  the  opportunity  to 
attend  on  the  occasion  of  any  routine  medical 
inspection. 
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This  plan  is  most  successful,  as  by  frequent  visits  to  the 
school  the  doctor  becomes  familiar  with  the  children  and 
teaching  staff.  The  result  is  that  friendly  relations  are  estab¬ 
lished,  which  ensures  happy,  useful  and  efficient  work  being 
done. 

At  the  Routine  Inspections  the  nurses  marshal  the 
children  and  prepare  them  for  examination.  They  are 
responsible  for  the  survey  of  heads,  bodies  and  clothing,  for 
conditions  of  uncleanliness  of  heads,  unsuitable  or  inadequate 
clothing  or  footgear. 

Minor  Ailment  Clinics 

There  are  sixty-six  minor  ailment  clinics  in  the  County 
and  these  are  intended  solely  for  the  supervision  and  treatment 
of  trivial  ailments  and  injuries  which,  if  neglected,  might  lead 
to  serious  results.  In  addition  they  are  used  as  Consultation 
or  Inspection  Centres  and  in  this  way  act  as  clearing  stations 
for  all  types  of  disease.  The  children  are  referred  in  the 
following  ways  : — 

(a)  They  may  be  discovered  by  the  Doctor  during  a 
routine  inspection  in  the  schools  and  referred  to 
the  clinic,  or  by  the  Nurse  during  her  visits  for  “head 
inspection.” 

(b)  By  Head  Teachers. 

(c)  By  the  School  Welfare  Officers. 

(d)  Frequently  the  children  are  brought  by  parents 
themselves  and  this  is  a  source  through  which  a 
large  number  of  cases  attend,  as  the  advice  of  the 
Doctors  and  Nurses  is  greatly  appreciated  and 
usually  followed. 

The  importance  of  the  attendance  of  parents  at  clinics 
is  recognised  by  the  medical  and  nursing  staffs  as  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  carrying  out  treatment  cannot  be  removed 
from  the  parents. 

When  a  child  has  received  the  necessary  treatment  at 
the  clinic,  the  nurse  shows  the  parent  how  this  should  be 
continued  at  home  until  the  child  is  seen  at  the  next  visit  to 
the  clinic. 
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A  total  of  25,464  children  visited  the  clinics  for  the  first 
time  and  the  defects  found  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Disease  or  Defect  No.  of  Cases 

Scabies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  271 

Impetigo  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  813 

Minor  skin  diseases  ..  ..  ..  ..  .  .  2,317 

Ringworm,  scalp  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  80 

,,  body  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  30 

Septic  sores  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4,581 

Minor  injuries  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  5,748 

Defective  vision  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 ,590 

Blepharitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  524 

Conjunctivitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  406 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  . .  . .  . .  826 

Otitis  media  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  520 

Other  ear,  nose  and  throat  ailments  .  .  .  .  913 

Heart  affections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  82 

Rheumatism  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  174 

Cervical  glands  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  165 

Bronchitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  389 

Deformities  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  258 

Infectious  diseases  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  292 

Anaemia  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  226 

Burns  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  437 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,822 


25,464 

First  Aid  Dressing  Boxes 

All  schools,  cookery  and  handicraft  centres,  are  equipped 
with  first  aid  boxes  so  that  injuries  can  be  temporarily 
dressed  until  seen  by  a  doctor  and  during  the  year  the  boxes 
were  kept  replenished  by  local  purchase  which  enables  Head 
Teachers  to  obtain  their  requirements  from  the  nearest 
chemist’s  shop. 

Scabies 

A  total  of  271  cases  has  been  reported  and  of  this  number 
19  were  reported  on  Form  124  (Notification  of  Infectious 
Disease)  by  Head  Teachers.  On  receipt  of  these  notifications 
the  nurse  is  instructed  to  visit  the  school  to  examine  contacts 
and  also  to  visit  the  home  to  advise  the  parents  in  regard  to 
treatment.  As  a  result  of  these  notifications  the  nurses  made 
6  visits  to  schools  and  12  to  homes. 

Uncleanliness 

The  nurses  carried  out  220,312  verminous  inspection 
examinations  and  the  number  of  children  found  to  be  ver¬ 
minous  was  8,716. 
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In  accordance  with  the  procedure  under  Section  54  of 
the  Education  Act,  1944,  cleansing  notices  were  issued  in 
respect  of  73  children,  55  of  whom  were  compulsorily  cleansed. 

The  parents  of  two  children,  of  different  families,  were 
summoned  before  the  Brierley  Hill  Magistrates  for  neglecting 
their  daughters  by  failing  to  keep  their  heads  free  from 
vermin  and  in  each  case  the  maximum  fine  of  /I  was  imposed. 


Visual  and  External  Eye  Defects 


Ophthalmic  Clinics 

During  the  year,  4,311  children  were  examined  by  the 
Ophthalmic  Surgeons. 

In  addition,  3,548  visits  were  made  to  the  Clinics  by 
children  who  had  been  examined  previously  and  who  were 
kept  under  supervision  on  account  of  their  defects,  viz., 
myopia  and  squint. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  defects  found  in  the 


new  cases  : — 

Errors  oj  Refraction  : — 

Hypermetropia 
Hypermetropic  astigmatism 
Compound  hypermetropic  astigmatism 
Myopia 

Myopic  astigmatism 
Compound  myopic  astigmatism 
Mixed  astigmatism 
Anisometropia 

Diseases  and  abnormalities  : — 

Lids  and  Conjunctiva  : — 

Blepharitis 

Conjunctivitis 

Hordeoli 

Chalazion 

Ptosis 

Dacryocystitis 

Phlyctenular  conjunctivitis 

Mucopurulent  conjunctivitis 

Epicanthus 

Mucocele 

Dermoid  cyst 

Cornea  : — 

Corneal  scars 
Corneal  ulceration 
Nebulae  cornea 
Adherent  leucoma 

Uvea  : — 

Albinism  . .  . .  . . 

Ruptured  choroid 
Congenital  coloboma  of  choroid 
Anisocoria 


401 

360 

177 

309 

121 

93 

108 

239 


17 

8 

7 

2 

2 

5 

4 

9 

2 

1 

1 


1 

1 

4 

1 


6 

1 

2 

1 
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Lens  : — 

Lamellar  cateract 
Posterior  polar  cataract 
Bilateral  subluxation  of  lenses 
Aphakia 

Retina  : — 

Detachment  of  retina  (traumatic)  . . 
Central  retinal  atrophy 
Coloboma  of  discs 
Coloboma  of  macula 


2 

2 

1 

3 


1 

1 

1 

1 


Muscles  : — 

Frolick’s  syndrome 

Squint 

Nystagmus 

Globe  : — 

Shrunken  globe 
Microphthalmos 


1 

234 

8 


1 

1 


Orthoptic  Clinics 

Twenty-five  cases  attended  the  various  clinics,  eight  at 
Dudley  Guest  Hospital,  four  at  Stafford  General  Infirmary, 
nine  at  West  Bromwich  and  District  General  Hospital  and 
four  at  Wolverhampton  Eye  Infirmary. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Defects 

During  the  year  1,107  cases  of  unhealthy  tonsils  and 
adenoids  were  referred  for  operation  and  of  this  number  468 
were  treated  at  the  following  hospitals  : — 

North  Staffordshire  Royal  Infirmary,  Stoke-on- 


Trent  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  22 

Stafford  General  Infirmary.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  120 

Walsall  Manor  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

Stourbridge,  Corbett  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  166 

Wolverhampton  Royal  Infirmary  .  .  .  .  68 

West  Bromwich  &  District  General  Hospital  .  .  29 

Dudley  Guest  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 


468 

In  addition  32  children  were  referred  for  examination  by  the 
Aural  Surgeons,  12  at  the  Staffordshire  General  Infirmary,  10 
at  the  Walsall  Manor  Hospital  and  10  at  the  North  Stafford¬ 
shire  Royal  Infirmary,  Hartshill,  Stoke-on-Trent,  as  a  result 
of  which  19  children  received  treatment. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  defects  for  which  these 


children  were  treated. 

Otitis  media  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Deafness  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Otorrhoea  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Ear  discharge  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Nasal  obstruction  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Nasal  catarrh  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Nasal  discharge  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Nasal  condition  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 
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Report  of  the  County  Dental  Officer 

Out  of  a  school  population  of  119,042  a  total  of  53,708 
children  were  dentally  inspected  during  the  period  under 
review.  Of  the  53,708  children  inspected,  47,657  were  routine 
cases  and  6,051  were  special  cases.  A  total  of  34,633  children, 
as  a  result  of  inspection,  were  found  to  require  treatment  and 
of  this  number  29,190  actually  received  it.  The  number  of 
children  who  attended  on  more  than  one  occasion  was  8,781 
and  the  total  attendance  for  all  purposes  was  37,968.  The 
percentage  of  children  accepting  treatment  was  84.3  com¬ 
pared  with  80.9  obtained  during  the  previous  year.  The 
average  number  of  fillings  inserted  per  visit  for  children 
attending  for  conservative  treatment  was  1.6  and  the  ex 
traction  rate  per  visit  was  1.8  which  was  exactly  the  same 
as  in  the  previous  year.  A  total  of  37  schools  obtained  100% 
acceptances  of  treatment,  35  of  these  being  in  the  County 
Area  and  2  in  the  South  West  Division.  A  list  of  the  schools 
where  this  outstanding  result  was  obtained  is  shown  below. 

Thorncliffe  C.  of  E.,  J.M.  &  I. 

Upper  Elkestones  J.M.  and  I. 

Bradnop  Parochial  J.M.  and  I. 

Grindon  C.  of  E.,  J.M.  and  I. 

Standon  C.  of  E.,  J.M.  and  I. 

Biore  with  Swinscoe  C.  of  E.,  M.  and  I. 

Yarnfield  J.M,  and  I. 

Aston  C.  of  E.,  J.M.  and  I. 

Butterton  M.  and  I. 
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Moddershall  J.M.  and  I. 

Wall  C.  of  E.,  M.  and  I. 

Alton  C.  of  E.,  M.  and  I. 

Hanbury  C.  of  E.,  J.M.  and  I. 

Marchington  C.  of  E.,  J.M.  and  I. 

Newborough  C.  of  E.,  J.M.  and  L 
Rocester  C.P.,  J.  and  M. 

Tean  R.C.,  J.M.  and  I. 

Butt  Lane  Nursery  School. 

Walton  Hall  Special  School. 

Reapsmoor  J.M.  and  I. 

Basford  Hall  Special  School. 

Butterton  M.  and  I. 

Waterhouses  Junior. 

Ilam  C.  of  E.,  J.M.  and  I. 

Swynnerton  R.C.,  J.M.  and  I. 

Sandon  Parochial  J.M.  and  I. 

Fulford  J.M.  and  I. 

Whitmore  C.  of  E.,  M.  and  I. 

Curborough  and  Elmhurst  J.M.  and  I. 

Quarry  Bank  Senior  Girls. 

Ellaston  C.  of  E.,  M.  and  I. 

Leigh  C.  of  E.,  J.M.  and  I. 

Middleton  Green  J.M.  and  I. 

Rocester  C.P.,  Infants. 

Tean  C.P.,  J.M.  and  I. 

Redhall  C.P.,  Infants. 

Kidsgrove  Nursery  School. 

Parents  to  the  number  of  8,866  accompanied  their  child¬ 
ren  at  the  time  of  treatment.  An  analysis  of  treatment 
carried  out  for  routine  cases,  special  cases  and  further  appoint¬ 
ments,  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Children 

Treated  for  : — 

Routine 

cases 

Special 

cases 

Further 

Appointments 

Total 

Fillings  only  . . 

9,125 

368 

3,081 

12,574 

Fillings  &  extractions 

2,712 

26 

505 

3,243 

Extractions  only 

10,278 

4,139 

2,456 

16,873 

Orthodontics  . . 

— 

374 

1,555 

1,929 

Other  operations 

L024 

1,141 

1,184 

3,349 

Total 

23,139 

6,048 

8,781 

37,968 
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Operations  performed  during  the  year  comprised 
5,054  Amalgam  fillings 
18,838  Amalgam  and  cement  fillings 
1,886  Silicate  fillings 
3,557  Permanent  extractions 
32,525  Temporary  extractions 
842  Scalings 
26  Trimmings  of  teeth 
610  Impressions 

6  Bites 

17  Gum  treatments 
127  Fillings  polished 
1  Crown  preparation 

1  Crown  fitted 

2  Inlays  fitted 
163  Root  dressings 

17  Root  fillings 
1,339  Other  dressings 

10  Sockets  syringed 

11  Try-ins 

39  Dentures  fitted 

7  Dentures  eased 

2  Repairs  to  dentures 

274  Regulation  appliances  fitted 
1,565  Orthodontic  supervisions 

3  Gum  lancings 

1  Supernumerary  tooth  extracted 

3  Gums  sutured 
1  Splint  fitted 

4  Sockets  plugged 

1  Swab  taken 

5,886  Applications  of  silver  nitrate 
202  X-rays 

2  Obdurators  fitted 
4  Polishings  of  teeth 

1  Removal  of  papilloma 
1  Gingivectcmy 

1  Exterpation  of  pulp 

2  Clinical  photographs 
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In  addition  to  the  above  advice  was  given  on  1,192 
occasions  to  parents  and  children. 

Special  Cases 

The  number  of  special  cases  presenting  themselves  for 
treatment  during  the  year  was  6,051  compared  with  5,820 
in  1948.  Attention  has  been  brought,  in  previous  reports,  to 
the  fact  that  the  number  of  special  cases  tends  to  increase 
year  by  year.  This  yearly  increase  can  be  attributed  to  the 
fact  that  only  approximately  50%  of  the  children  are  inspected 
in  any  one  year.  Past  experience  has  amply  proved  that  if  the 
period  between  inspections  exceeds  12  months  the  number  of 
special  cases  increases  in  direct  proportion  to  the  increasing 
interval  between  inspections.  Special  cases  in  the  main 
consist  of  two  types  of  patients.  Firstly,  those  who  seek 
treatment  for  the  relief  of  pain  or  other  urgent  condition  and 
secondly  those  recommended  by  the  medical  staff  as  pre¬ 
senting  oral  conditions  prejudicial  to  the  child’s  general  health. 
This  influx  of  special  cases  presenting  themselves  without 
notice  for  treatment  at  the  Clinics  has  a  tendency  to  disrupt 
normal  routine  treatment  sessions,  resulting  in  a  reduction  of 
output  of  work.  Unless  this  casual  attendance  rate  can  be 
controlled,  it  may  become  necessary  in  some  areas  to  institute 
special  sessions  for  the  treatment  of  these  patients.  The  fact 
that  394  of  these  special  cases  attended  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  conservative  treatment  leads  one  to  think  that  the 
prejudice  existing  towards  this  class  of  treatment  is  gradually 
breaking  down. 

Staff 

Details  of  staff  changes  that  have  occurred  during  the 
period  under  review  are  shown  elsewhere.  The  acute  staff 
shortage  outlined  in  the  previous  report  has  been  intensified 
by  further  resignations.  Routine  treatment  has  remained 
suspended  in  the  following  areas  for  the  whole  year. 

Tamworth 
Wednesbury 
Willenhall 
Cannock  No.  2 

Due  to  further  resignations  both  Wednesfield  and 
Shelfield  have  had  to  be  closed  from  the  summer  vacation 
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onwards.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Dental  Surgeons  in  the 
Brierley  Hill  and  Quarry  Bank  areas  resigned  their  full-time 
appointments  and  have  been  re-appointed  on  a  part-time 
basis.  Both  these  areas  are  now  inadequately  served.  The 
prolonged  illness  of  the  Dental  Surgeon  attached  to  the 
Cannock  No.  1  Area  has  led  to  a  cessation  of  all  work  in  this 
locality  since  late  January,  1949.  On  the  other  hand  the 
appointment  of  a  Dental  Surgeon  allowed  the  Clinic  in  the 
Darlaston  Area  to  be  re-opened  in  the  early  summer. 

In  the  aggregate  the  changes  in  staff  enumerated  have  led 
to  a  reduction  of  772  sessions  devoted  to  the  work  as  compared 
with  last  year. 

The  approved  establishment  of  Dental  Surgeons  is  29, 
but  during  the  whole  of  the  year  the  average  number  em¬ 
ployed  was  equivalent  to  12  J  full-time  officers  engaged  in  the 
treatment  of  children.  This  gives  a  ratio  of  1  officer  to  9,523 
children  against  a  desiratum  of  1  Officer  to  3,000 — 3,500 
children. 

Incidence  of  Dental  Caries. 


The  survey  of  the  5  year  age  group  introduced  in  1947 
has  been  continued  this  year  and  the  findings  are  presented 
in  the  following  table  : 


Year 

No.  of 
children 
examined 

No.  with 
sound 
denti¬ 
tions 

No.  with 
one 
tooth 
decayed 

No.  with 
two 
teeth 
decayed 

No.  with 
three 
teeth 
decayed 

No.  with 
four  or 
more  teeth 
decayed 

1947 

% 

3,920 

1,519 

38.7 

525 

13.3 

566 

14.4 

434 

11 

876 

22.3 

1948 

% 

5,392 

1,710 

31.7 

603 

11.2 

858 

15.9 

581 

10.8 

1,640 

30.4 

1949 

% 

4,068 

1,333 

32.8 

508 

12.5 

552 

13.6 

354 

8.7 

1,321 

32.4 

For  the  purpose  of  this  survey  any  tooth  showing  the 
slightest  sign  of  caries  has  been  regarded  as  decayed  and  has 
been  thus  recorded.  It  becomes  apparent  from  the  foregoing 
that  there  appears  to  be  little  change  in  the  children  with 
sound  and  near  sound  dentitions,  but  it  is  evident  that  in 
the  children  susceptible  to  caries,  marked  deterioration  has 
occurred.  As  during  the  whole  of  their  lives  a  scientifically 
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balanced  diet  has  been  available  one  would  not  expect  this 
retrogressive  tendency  to  develope.  A  possible  explanation 
would  be  that  in  the  last  few  years  the  national  diet  has 
consisted  mainly  of  carbo-hydrates.  A  support  for  this 
contention  will  be  found  in  thegraph  shown  below  which  re¬ 
cords  the  incidence  of  caries  for  all  age  groups  over  the  period 
of  the  last  ten  years. 
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Orthodontics 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  through  staff  shortage,  treatment 
in  several  areas  has  had  to  be  suspended  there  has  been  a 
decrease  in  the  demand  for  orthodontic  treatment  over  the 
County  as  a  whole.  On  the  other  hand  in  the  individual  areas 
which  have  remained  operative,  the  demand  has  in  fact 
increased.  As  the  benefits  of  orthodontic  treatment  become 
obvious,  the  demand  for  treatment  is  likely  to  show  a  steady 
increase.  A  conservative  estimate  is  that  10%  of  the  children 
in  the  senior  schools  are  in  need  of  active  orthodontic  treat¬ 
ment  and  it  is  therefore  apparent  that  the  peak  of  the  demand 
has  not  yet  been  reached.  It  has  been  found  that  this  time 
consuming  type  of  treatment  has  a  tendency  adversely  to 
effect  the  more  important  routine  treatment  and  consequently 
some  restriction  of  the  numbers  of  cases  admitted  has  had  to  be 
imposed.  Unless  the  full  co-operation  of  both  patient  and 
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Parent  can  be  ensured,  it  is  a  waste  of  time  to  undertake 
orthodontic  treatment  and  where  this  has  been  unlikely  to 
be  obtained,  treatment  has  not  been  given.  Further,  treat¬ 
ments  which  were  likely  to  be  prolonged  and  extend  over  a 
period  of  years,  have  had  to  be  regarded  as  outside  the  scope 
of  the  scheme  in  its  developmental  stage. 

A  total  of  274  appliances  was  fitted  during  the  year, 
these  being  constructed  in  the  County  Dental  Laboratory. 

The  table  given  below  is  a  comparison  of  the  work  per¬ 
formed  in  this  and  previous  years. 


Half- 
days 
devoted 
to  this 
work 

280 

o 

<x> 

r-H 

247 

Total 

A  ttend- 
ances 
for  all 
purposes 

2,795 

2,631 

2,366 

Attend¬ 
ances  for 
purpose 
of  super¬ 
vision 

1,735 

co 

00 

cc 

r-H 

1,565 

Extractions  for 
the  purpose  of 
regulation 

Perma¬ 

nent 

439 

909 

247 

Temp. 

322 

394 

442 

No. 

treated 

by 

appliances 

only 

154 

170 

212 

No. 
treated 
by  ex¬ 
tractions 
and 

appliances 

CD 

110 

37 

No.  of 
children 
treated 
by  ex¬ 
tractions 
only 

509 

574 

444 

i 

• 

• 

• 

00 

05 
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05 

05 

05 
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In  addition,  39  dentures  were  inserted  as  a  space  retain¬ 
ing  mechanism.  An  analysis  in  ccordaance  with  the  Angles 
Classification  of  the  cases  treated  by  appliances  is  shown 
below. 


Angles  Class  I 
Normal  Occlusion 

A  ngles  Class  II 
Post-Normal  Occlusion 

Angles  Class  III 
Pre-Normal  Occlusion 

Division  I 

Division  II 

128 

59 

29 

9 

57% 

26.2% 

12.8% 

4.0% 

X-Rays 


Prior  to  this  year,  facilities  for  the  taking  of  X-Rays  had 
not  been  provided  by  this  Authority.  Arrangements  had  been 
made,  however,  with  private  practitioners  to  undertake  the 
work  on  our  behalf.  It  was  felt  that  the  facilities  available 
were  not  adequate  and  a  Dental  X-Ray  Unit  was  installed  at 
Bilston  Central  Clinic  in  February,  1949.  An  additional  Unit 
had  been  placed  in  the  Quadrant,  Sedgley,  in  late  December, 
but  had  not  become  operative  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
desirability  of  installing  additional  X-Ray  Units  in  accessible 
centres,  so  that  facilities  will  be  available  in  all  parts  of  the 
Count}^  must  once  again  be  stressed.  139  patients  were  re¬ 
ferred  for  X-Rays  and  202  films  were  exposed  compared 
with  93  in  the  previous  year. 

General  Anaesthetics 

The  increasing  popularity  of  general  anaesthetics  for  the 
purpose  of  extractions  is  very  evident.  Year  by  year  the 
number  of  administrations  increase,  as  can  be  seen  from  the 
following  figures  : — 

1947  .  .  1,362  administrations 

1948  ..  2,268 

1949  ..  3,056 

General  anaesthetics  are  not  used  in  dealing  with  routine 

extraction  cases,  but  are  restricted  to  patients  where,  by 
reason  of  oral  sepsis  or  unstable  temperament,  the  use  of 
local  anaesthetics  is  contra-indicated.  Whilst  in  the  main, 
the  anaesthetic  used  in  Nitrous  Oxide  and  Oxygen,  it  has  been 
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found  that  Vinesthene  is  a  most  useful  alternative  for  younger 
children.  The  actual  administrations  were  carried  out  by 
members  of  the  County  Medical  Staff. 


Orthopaedic  Treatment 

During  the  year  391  children  were  referred  to  the  various 
clinics  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  nearest  to  their  homes 
whilst  notifications  have  been  received  in  respect  of  128 
children  who  had  in-patient  treatment  at  hospitals  or  hospital 
special  schools  throughout  the  country. 

Cannock  Orthopaedic  Clinic 

The  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  attends  the  clinic  at  three  weekly 
intervals  and  physiotherapy  is  carried  out  by  a  part-time 
physiotherapist  working  under  his  direction.  The  following 
are  the  statistics  for  the  year  under  review  : — 

No.  on  register  at  end  of  December  .  .  .  .  160 

No.  of  new  cases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  84 

No.  of  cases  discharged  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  62 

No.  of  attendances  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,507 

No.  received  ultra  violet  light  treatment  .  .  1,267 

No.  of  cases  seen  by  orthopaedic  surgeon  .  .  514 

The  types  of  defects  treated  are  shown  below  : — 

Anterior  poliomyelitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Erb’s  palsy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Scoliosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Kyphosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Slack  back  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  16 

Genu  valgum  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

Genu  varum  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Hallux  rigidus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Hallux  valgus  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  3 

Pes  cavus  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Hammer  toes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Flat  feet  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  75 

Talipes  equino  varus.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Talipes  calcaneo  valgus  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 
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Dislocation  of  hip  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Torticollis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Brevicollis  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Absence  of  right  forearm  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Fractures  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  4 

Dislocation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Traumatic  synovitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Multiple  exostosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Exostosis  os  calcis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Osteomyelitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Septic  arthritis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Semi-membranous  bursa  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Peroneal  spasm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Other  conditions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 
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Tuberculosis 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  reports  received  from 
the  Tuberculosis  Officers  : — 

Number  of  children  on  Dispensary  registers 


at  end  of  1949  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  377 

Number  of  new  cases  during  the  year  .  .  116 

Number  of  old  cases  during  the  year  .  .  200 

Suspected  cases  (under  observation)  .  .  .  .  145 

Cases  found  to  be  non-tubercular  .  .  402 

Number  of  deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Number  in  Sanatoria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Number  in  Orthopaedic  Hospitals  .  .  .  .  15 

Number  discharged  having  recovered  .  .  33 

Number  discharged  having  left  district  .  .  15 

Summary  of  cases  undergoing  treatment  : — 

Pulmonary  (pleura  and  intrathoracic  glands)  144 

/  Bones  and  joints  ..  65 

Glands  .  .  .  .  97 

Non-pulmonary :  /  Abdomen  .  .  .  .  20 

Skin  .  .  .  .  1 

Miscellaneous  .  .  8 
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Following  Up 

The  following  list  gives  details  of  home  visits  made  by 
the  nursing  staff  : — 


Arising  out  of  medical  inspection 

146 

Visual  defects 

•  •  •  • 

..  2,974 

Tonsil  and  adenoid  cases 

•  •  •  • 

62 

Orthopaedic  cases 

•  • 

47 

Scabies  cases 

.  . 

12 

Verminous  cases 

. . 

..  3,056 

6,297 

Infectious  Diseases  - 

There  has  been  a  noteworthy  decrease  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  and  only  one  school  was 
closed,  on  account  of  scarlet  fever  and  influenza,  compared 
with  a  total  of  seventeen  during  1948. 

Below  are  given  comparative  figures  showing  the  total 
number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  by  Head 
Teachers  during  the  years  1948  and  1949  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 

Total  No.  of  cases 
Notified  by  Head 
T  eachers 

1948  1949 

..  1,090  ..  578 

Diphtheria 

90 

31 

Measles  .  . 

.  .  2,457 

2,674 

German  measles.  . 

797 

78 

Whooping  cough 

..  1,192 

679 

Mumps  .  . 

. .  4,058 

848 

Chicken  pox 

.  .  3,322 

1,613 

Influenza 

37 

101 

Scabies  .  . 

124 

19 

Infantile  paralysis 

7 

16 

Impetigo 

3 

9 

Ringworm 

. .  .  .  — 

3 

Jaundice 

.  .  . .  — 

24 

Total 

..13,177 

6,684 

J 
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Number  of  Suspected  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  by  Head  Teachers 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

The  Medical  Staff  has  again  assisted  Local  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  of  Boroughs,  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils  by 
immunising  children  in  the  clinics  and  schools  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2,677  and 
1,303  children  were  completely  immunised,  whilst  5,222  re¬ 
ceived  reinforcement  doses  during  the  year. 

Nutrition 

Once  again  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  that  the 
general  health  and  physique  of  our  children  has  been  remark¬ 
ably  good  throughout  the  year  and  undoubtedly  major  con¬ 
tributory  facts  to  their  physical  and  mental  welfare  are  the 
provisions  of  mid-day  meals  and  milk  at  school  and  the 
priorities  they  enjoy  under  the  national  rationing  scheme. 
Except  for  the  fact,  that  from  the  table  below  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  percentage  of  children  in  category  "C”  has  fallen  to 
3.86  when  compared  with  4.98  in  1948,  the  statistics  presented 
approximate  to  those  obtained  in  the  previous  year. 


Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected 

during  the  Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

No.  of 
Pupils 
Inspec¬ 
ted 

A 

(Good) 

b 

(Fa 

if) 

C 

(Poor) 

N*. 

%  of 
col.  2 

No. 

%of 
col.  2 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

(1) 

Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 

(2) 

8,466 

5,124 

6,503 

(3) 

3,236 

914 

1,763 

(4) 

38.22 

17.83 

27.11 

(5) 

4,968 

3,972 

4,463 

(6) 

58.68 

77.51 

68.61 

(7) 

262 

238 

211 

(8) 

3.09 

4.64 

4.26 

Totals 

20,093 

5,913 

29.43 

13,403 

66.7 

111 

3.86 

27 


Milk  in  Schools  Scheme 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  96  suppliers  to  571 
schools  as  tabulated  below 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Type  of  Milk 

No.  of 

Schools 

Children 

Suppliers 

Supplied 

Supplied 

T.T. 

14 

20 

2,496 

Pasteurised 

35 

493 

82,453 

Heat-treated 

10 

15 

611 

Accredited 

34 

40 

2,643 

Undesignated 

.  .  3 

3 

258 

96 

571 

88,461 

Milk  for  Handicapped  Pupils 

The  Welfare  Foods  Scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Food 
(Ministry  of  Education  Administrative  Memorandum  No.  238) 
was  continued  and  during  the  year  68  applications  for  milk 
at  home,  at  a  reduced  cost,  were  received  and  of  this  number  66 
were  granted  for  periods  ranging  from  one  to  twelve  months. 


School  Meals 

The  Director  of  Education  has  kindly  supplied  the 
information  for  the  following  remarks. 

About  46,000  meals  are  served  each  school  day  to  children 
in  the  schools  and  from  all  sides  reports  show  the  meals  are 
greatly  appreciated. 

During  the  year  a  most  important  step  was  taken — the 
separation  of  the  School  Meals  Service  from  what  has  been  a 
combined  School  Meals  and  Domestic  Subjects  organisation. 
The  Organiser  of  School  Meals  is  responsible  for  all  the 
administrative  and  organising  work  and  has  a  staff  of  eight 
assistants,  each  of  whom  is  responsible  for  the  work  in  a 
specific  area.  This  means  that  the  work  can  be  thoroughly 
supervised  and  the  general  standard  raised. 

Gradually  it  is  becoming  possible  to  replace  the  cutlery, 
which  was  issued  during  the  war  years,  with  cutlery  which  is 
not  only  a  pleasure  to  use,  but  which  adds  to  the  value  of  the 
social  training,  so  important  a  part  of  this  service. 
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Many  schools  have  experienced  great  difficulties  during 
the  year  owing  to  an  increase  in  the  numbers  on  roll.  In  some 
cases  this  has  meant  that  the  room  which  has  been  reserved 
for  dining  purposes  has  also  had  to  be  used  as  a  class-room. 
In  one  case,  the  school  meals  service  had  to  be  suspended  for 
a  time. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  economy  cuts  imposed 
by  the  Government  affected  the  School  Meals  Service  seriously 
and  it  was  not  possible  to  extend  the  service  by  erecting  new 
buildings.  It  is  hoped,  however,  during  this  period  of  restric¬ 
tion,  to  improve  existing  conditions  as  far  as  labour  and 
grants  will  allow.  The  County  is  fortunate  in  having  a  large 
number  of  helpful  and  co-operative  teaching  staff  whose  work 
in  connection  with  the  mid-day  meal  and  all  it  involves  is 
greatly  appreciated. 

During  the  year  canteens  were  opened  at  the  following 
schools  : — 

Kitchen  Dining  Rooms 

Cannock,  Chadsmoor  County  Primary  (Infants) 
Cotton,  Cauldon  Lowe  Voluntary  Primary 
March ington  Voluntary  Primary 
Rocester  County  Primary  (Infants) 

Betley  Voluntary  Primary 
Stone  Alleyne’s  Grammar  School 
Stafford  Stone  Road  County  Primary 

Dining  Centres 

Wednesfield,  Neachell  Lane  County  Primary  (Infants) 
Wednesfield,  Wood  End  Voluntary  Primary  (Infants) 
Cannock,  Chadsmoor  Voluntary  Primary  (Infants) 
Ellastone  Voluntary  Primary 
Marchington  Woodlands  Voluntary  Primary 
Weston-under-Lizard  Voluntary  Primary 
Brewood  Voluntary  Primary 
Stretton  (Cannock)  Voluntary  Primary 
Penkridge,  Gailey  Voluntary  Primary 
Stafford  Constitutional  Hall  (for  Stafford  St.  Patrick’s 
R.C.  Secondary  Modern  and  Stafford  St.  Patrick’s 
R.C.  Primary) 
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Sandwich  Meal  Centres 

Standon  Voluntary  Primary 

Madeley  Endowed  Primary 

Central  Kitchen 

Brewood  Central  Kitchen 

Nursery  Schools  and  Classes 

A  list  of  the  twelve  Nursery  Schools  in  the  County,  all  of 
which  have  been  filled  to  capacity  throughout  the  year,  is 
given  below.  Every  school,  too,  has  a  long  waiting  list  whilst 
the  position  is  similar  at  each  of  the  Nursery  classes. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  Doctors  and  Nurses  have 
carried  out  the  usual  inspections,  but  as  conditions  and  num¬ 
bers  attending  have  remained  satisfactory  and  unchanged, 
there  is  nothing  particularly  noteworthy  to  record. 

The  Nursery  Schools  are  situated  at  : — 

1.  Brierley  Hih,  Pensnett,  Tiled  House  Lane. 

2.  Cannock,  Chadsmoor 

3.  Cannock,  Hall  Court  Crescent 

4.  Cannock,  Hednesford 

5.  Kidsgrove 

6.  Kidsgrove,  Butt  Lane 

7.  Rowley  Regis,  Britannia  Park 

8.  Rowley  Regis,  Cradley  Heath 

9.  Stafford,  Sandyford  Street. 

10.  Swynnerton,  Beatty  Hall 

11.  Tamworth,  Bolehall  Park 

12.  Wednesbury,  Rowley  View 

Physical  Education 

The  Director  of  Education  has  kindly  supplied  the  inform¬ 
ation  for  the  following  remarks  : — 

Progress  in  physical  education  was,  in  general,  maintained 
and  the  increased  benefits  derived  from  somewhat  improved 
post-war  facilities  have  been  more  apparent.  The  main 
deterrent  to  advancement  was  overcrowding,  especially  in 
primary  schools,  with  the  consequent  result  that  existing 
halls  had  to  be  used  as  class  rooms.  In  such  circumstances 
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the  scope  and  continuity  of  work  was  difficult,  particularly 
in  wet  weather.  The  more  informal  approach  to  the  teaching 
of  gymnastics  in  primary  and  secondary  schools  continued 
and  many  teachers  have  now  been  convinced  of  the  added 
value  of  this  method.  A  marked  improvement  in  the  coaching 
of  major  games  followed  the  teachers’  games  coaching  course 
held  at  Easter  and  the  fine  summer  weather. 

Training  in  athletics  continued  to  progress  in  beys’ 
schools  where  more  men  teachers  now  have  specialist  knowledge 
and  experience.  Athletic  training  for  girls,  however,  was 
handicapped  by  shortage  of  women  teachers  with  adequate 
qualifications. 

Where  playgrounds  have  been  re-surfaced  the  increased 
scope  for  physical  activities  was  most  gratifying.  Seventeen 
tubular  steel  climbing  frames  were  erected  in  primary  school 
playgrounds  and  more  use  was  made  of  improvised  apparatus 
which  demanded  stronger  muscle  work,  especially  of  shoulder 
girdle  and  abdominal  groups. 

With  the  exception  of  Newcastle,  where  facilities  for 
swimming,  though  available,  were  unfortunately  denied  to 
children  from  schools  outside  the  Borough,  all  swimming 
baths  were  used  to  capacity  as  in  the  previous  year.  Royal 
Life  Saving  Society  Certificates  were  gained  by  212  pupils. 

Clothing  was  again  supplied  to  all  primary  and  secondary 
schools,  where  facilities  for  changing  permitted.  Fifteen 
schools  were  equipped  with  hygienic  storage  lockers  in  which 
the  clothing  provided  for  each  pupil  is  stored  separately 

The  progress  and  development  of  physical  education  in 
general  was  made  possible  by  the  co-opcration  and  interest 
shown  by  head  teachers  and  staff,  especially  by  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  carry  out  experimental  projects  in  modern  training 
methods. 
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Physically  and  Mentally  Handicapped  Pupils 


Dec- 

On  Register 

School  ember, 

A  dmitted 

Discharged 

December, 

1948 

1949 

BLIND  CASES 

Birmingham  Royal  Institution  .  . 

4 

2 

1 

5 

Bristol  Royal  School  for  the  Blind 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Bromsgrove  Lickey  Grange 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Condover  Hall  School 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Overley  Hall  School 

— 

1 

— 

1 

The  Mount  School,  Stoke-on-Trent 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Blind 

. . 

11 

PARTIALLY 

BLIND 

Birmingham  Royal  Institution  .  . 

10 

8 

1 

17 

Brighton  Partially  Sighted  School 

1 

— 

— 

I 

Bromsgrove  Lickey  Grange  School 

3 

1 

— 

4 

Graisley  Partially  Sighted  School 

4 

— 

— 

3 

The  Mount  School,  Stoke-on-Trent 

8 

— 

8 

1 

Worcester  College  for  the  Blind  .  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Partially  Sighted 

26 

DEAF  CASES 

Birmingham,  Gem  Street  Day  School 

1 

— — 

— 

1 

Birmingham  Royal  Institution  . . 

12 

4 

— 

16 

Derby  Royal  Institution 

Manchester  Royal  School  for  the 

5 

1 

— 

6 

Deaf 

— 

1 

— 

1 

The  Mount  School,  Stoke-on-Trent 

26 

11 

1 

36 

Deaf 

mm  mm 

60 

PARTIALLY 

DEAF 

Birmingham  Royal  Institution  . . 

6 

1 

5 

The  Mount  School,  Stoke-on-Trent 

8 

5 

2 

11 

St.  John’s  Institute,  Boston  Spa.  . 

1 

— - 

— 

1 

Partially  Deaf  . . 

17 

Cripples 

In  special  schools  for  physically  handicapped  pupils  : — 

Shaftesbury  Society,  Malmesbury  .  .  . .  1 

Shaftesbury  Society,  Margate  .  .  .  .  1 

St.  Margaret's  School  for  Spastic  Children, 

Croydon  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Bethesda  Home  for  Crippled  Children  .  .  1 

National  Children’s  Home  and  Orphanage, 

Chipping  Norton  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Halliwick  Cripples  School,  London  . .  .  .  1 

The  Palace  School,  Ely  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Bosworth  Park  Infirmary  Special  School  . .  1 

11 
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Delicate  Pupils 

At  present  the  Education  Committee  has  no  provision 
for  Day  or  Residential  Open  Air  Schools  for  delicate  pupils. 

During  the  }7ear  252  delicate  or  debilitated  children  have 
been  under  the  supervision  of  the  medical  staff  and  have 
received  special  attention  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics.  Cod 
Liver  Oil  and  Malt,  where  necessary,  or  other  tonics  and 
vitamins  in  various  forms  were  given  on  the  advice  of  the 
Medical  Officers. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-eight  children  were  sent  to  the 
Open-Air  Schools  and  Convalescent  Homes  which  are  listed 
below.  In  May,  the  Royal  Alexandra  Hospital,  Rhyl,  intimated 
it  could  not  accept  any  more  children  from  Staffordshire  and 
a  similar  notification  was  received  in  October  concerning  the 
Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  Southport.  The  last  Stafford¬ 
shire  child  was  admitted  to  the  latter  on  the  26th  September, 


1949. 

Open  Air  School  or  Number 

Convalescent  Hom.e  admitted 

Banstead  School  of  Recovery,  Surrey  .  .  1 

Baskerville  Residential  School,  Birmingham  2 

Blackwood  Convalescent  Home,  Worcs.  .  .  1 

Bradstock  Lockett  Hospital  Home,  Southport  4 
British  Red  Cross  Home,  Broad  stairs  .  .  1 

Charnwood  Forest  Convalescent  Home,  Leics.  5 

Evans  Convalescent  Home,  Solihull  .  .  .  .  4 

Exmouth  Convalescent  Home,  Devon  .  .  1 

Grange-over-Sands  Convalescent  Home,  Lancs.  1 

Liverpool  Open-Air  Hospital,  Leasowe  .  .  19 

Lynton  Convalescent  Home,  N.  Devon  .  .  4 

Moseley  Hall  Convalescent  Home,  Birmingham  1 

National  Children’s  Home  &  Orphanage, 

Harpenden  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Omerod  Home,  St.  Annes  on  Sea  .  .  .  .  5 

Port  Regis  Open-Air  School,  Broadstairs  .  .  1 

Royal  Alexandra  Hospital,  Rhyl  .  .  .  .  13 

St.  Catherine’s  Home,  Ventnor,  I.  of  Wight.  .  5 

St.  Dominic’s  Open-Air  School,  Hambledon, 

Surrey  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 
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St.  John’s  Open-Air  School,  Chigwell,  Essex  2 

St.  John’s  Home,  Brighton  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

St.  Joseph’s  Heart  Hospital,  Rainhill,  Liver¬ 
pool  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

St.  Michael’s  Home,  Bournemouth  (I.C.A.A. 

Home)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

St.  Patrick’s  Open-Air  School,  Hayling  Island  1 
St.  Vincent’s  Open-Air  School,  St.  Leonards- 

on-Sea  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Southport  Children’s  Hospital,  Lancs.  .  .  100 

West  Kirby  Convalescent  Home,  Wirral, 

Cheshire  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 


Total  . .  . .  . .  188 


Mental  Welfare 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by 
the  Mental  Welfare  Section  : — 

(1)  Number  of  Educationally  Sub-normal 

children  on  the  books  at  31.12.48  .  .  159* 

(2)  Number  of  Educationally  Sub-normal 

children  referred  during  1949  .  .  .  .  2 

(3)  Number  of  home  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  140 

(4)  Number  of  Individual  Progress  Reports  50 

(5)  Number  reported  as  ineducable  to  Local 

Authority  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  53 

(6)  Number  of  these  (5)  admitted  to  Occupa¬ 
tion  Centres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

(7)  Number  attaining  age  of  16  years  during 

1949  .  23 

(8)  Number  of  these  (7)  reported  as  in  need 

of  further  care  after  leaving  school  .  .  10 

(9)  Number  of  Educationally  Sub-normal 

children  on  books  31.12.49  .  .  .  .  105 

Note — ^excluding  those  children  at  Standon  Bowers  and 
Walton  Hall  and  other  Special  Residential  Schools. 

There  were  132  educationally  sub-normal  children  on  the 
books  and  2  children  were  referred  for  supervision  during  the 
year. 
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Of  the  23  children  who  became  16  years  of  age  during  the 
year,  none  were  referred  for  further  care  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Act.  Four  children  were  in  Flomes  under  the 
Children’s  Department. 

Of  the  53  children  referred  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  as 
ineducable,  10  were  referred  for  further  care  on  leaving  school. 
Eight  of  these  children  left  special  schools  and  two  left 
ordinary  schools.  Of  these,  22  have  subsequently  been 
admitted  to  Occupation  Centres  for  daily  training  and  five 
were  admitted  to  residential  institutions. 

Mentally  Retarded  Children 

One  hundred  and  fifty-six  new  cases  were  examined  by 
the  Ascertainment  Officers  during  the  year  and  classified  as 
follows  : 


Ineducable  . . 

46 

Educationally  subnormal 

110 

156 

Previously  ascertained 

424 

Total  . . 

580 

In  Special  Schools  : 

Bowers  Special  School 

60 

Walton  Hall  Special  School 

18 

Other  Authorities’  Schools 

20 

Those  cases  found  to  be  so  mentally  handicapped  as  to  be 

ineducable  in  an  ordinary  school,  or  in  a  special  school,  were 
referred  to  the  Mental  Deficiency  Committee  of  the  County 
Council,  under  the  Education  Act,  1944,  Section  57(3). 

Epileptic  Children 

In  Special  Schools  : 

Much  Hadham  R.C.  Special  School 

3 

Maghull  Special  School 

6 

Lingfield  Colony  .  .' 

3 

Soss  Moss  Special  School 

1 

Chalfont  Colony 

2 

15 

Total  on  register  at  end  of  year 

44 
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Maladjusted  Children. 

In  July,  1949,  we  were  notified  by  the  Wolverhampton 
Authority  that,  owing  to  pressure  of  work,  it  would  no  longer 
be  possible  for  the  services  of  the  Wolverhampton  Child 
Guidance  Clinic  to  be  extended  to  Staffordshire  children.  Any 
cases  arising  since  that  date  have  therefore  been  referred  to 
the  Psychiatrists  attached  to  the  Mental  Hospitals  in  the 
County  or,  by  special  appointment,  to  Psychiatrists  in 
Birmingham. 

In  Special  Schools  : 

Basford  Hall  Special  School  .  .  17 

Hostels  for  Maladjusted  children  2 

Speech  Therapy 

In  November  the  services  of  two  whole-time  speech 
therapists  were  secured  and  treatment  sessions  began  on  the 
existing  school  clinic  premises  at  Bilston,  Chadsmoor,  Lichfield, 
Pheasey  and  Stafford.  Below  is  given  a  summary  of  the 
number  of  pupils  who  were  receiving  treatment  at  these 
clinics  and  elsewhere  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

No.  of  Patients  treated  : 

Bilston  Clinic,  Wellington  Road 
Chadsmoor  Clinic,  Arthur  Street 
Lichfield  Clinic,  Sandford  Street 
Pheasey  Clinic,  Crome  Road 
Stafford  Clinic,  Lammascote  Road 
Birmingham  Children's  Hospital 
Stoke-on-Trent  Education  Authority 
Wolverhampton,  Royal  Hospital 


112 

20 

27 

4 

46 

13 

16 

11 
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Standon  Bowers  Special  School 

This  is  a  residential  school  for  60  educationally  subnormal 
boys  whose  ages  range  from  10 — 16.  The  health  of  the  boys 
continues  to  be  excellent  and  all  have  gained  in  height  and 
weight.  All  the  boys  have  been  medically  inspected  during 
the  year.  Work  in  the  basic  subjects  in  the  lower  class  is 
about  second  year  infant  standard,  but  that  of  a  few  of  the 
better  boys  in  the  top  class  approximates  to  a  normal  boy  of 
10 — 11  years  of  age. 


In  handicrafts,  gardening  and  games,  many  have  reached 
a  much  higher  standard  than  in  the  more  academic  work. 
Indoor  and  outdoor  games  and  hobbies  are  encouraged. 

The  swimming  bath  was  in  constant  use  during  the  excep¬ 
tional  summer  weather  and  the  boys  rapidly  gained  in  con¬ 
fidence  and  ability. 

Walton  Hall  Special  School 

This  is  a  residential  school  for  educationally  sub-normal 
girls  from  10 — 16  years  cf  age. 

The  installation  of  a  central  heating  system  and  the  main 
work  of  adaption  is  now  well  advanced  and  it  should  shortly 
be  possible  to  admit  up  to  50  girls.  So  far  only  18  children  are 
accommodated. 

Ten  of  the  girls  were  also  physically  delicate  and  all  have 
received  medical  treatment  and  their  health  has  improved. 
Four  girls  have  shown  remarkable  educational  improvement 
and  others  have  shown  progress  in  their  behaviour  and 
habits. 

Only  one  of  the  girls  could  read  on  admission,  seven  are 
now  quite  fluent.  None  could  express  themselves  in  written 
English,  but  now  all  but  three  can  write  their  weekly  letters 
home  with  very  little  assistance.  All  the  girls  can  now  occupy 
themselves  in  a  normal  fashion  and  take  part  in  games  and 
perform  ordinary  household  tasks. 

Baseord  Hall  Special  School 

At  this  boarding  school  for  maladjusted  boys  there  were 
30  boys  in  residence  throughout  the  year,  from  the  following 
authorities  : — 


Staffordshire 
Stoke-on-Trent 
London  .  . 
Essex 

Warwickshire 

Kent 


17 

5 

4 

1 

2 

1 


The  general  health  and  conduct  of  the  boys  has  been  very 
good  and  a  marked  improvement  in  every  respect  has  been 
shown. 
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The  school  curriculum  has  been  adhered  to  with  special 
attention  to  the  individual  attainments  of  the  boys.  In 
addition  B.B.C.  broadcasts  have  been  quite  a  feature  and 
woodwork  and  gardening  correlated  with  other  subjects  have 
been  made  interesting.  An  additional  feature  during  the  year 
has  been  the  facilities  provided  for  swimming  lessons  at  Leek 
baths.  All  the  boys  learnt  to  swim  and  many  gained  badges 
for  proficiency. 

Stafford  Remand  Home 

Dr.  A.  V.  Campbell,  Medical  Officer  to  the  Home,  has 
submitted  information  for  the  following  report  : — 

During  the  year  under  review  187  boys  were  admitted 
to  the  Home,  their  ages  varying  from  10  to  16  years. 

At  the  routine  medical  examination,  on  admission,  the 
physical  health  of  the  boys  was  found  to  be  about  the  average 
for  their  age  groups. 

Thirty  boys  were  examined  for  assessment  of  their  mental 
capacity,  four  being  certified  as  mental  defectives. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Co-operation  with  Ministry  of  Labour 

In  accordance  with  Board  of  Education  Administrative 
Memorandum  No.  137  of  1935,  876  reports  on  Form  E.D.  211 
were  handed  to  Head  Teachers,  for  transmission  to  the  local 
office  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  in  respect  of  children  examined 
in  the  leaver  group  who  were  found  to  have  defects  which 
made  them  unsuitable  for  certain  kinds  of  employment. 

Aircraft  Apprentices 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Air  Ministry, 
four  candidates  for  aircraft  apprenticeships  were  medically 
examined. 

Employment  Licences 

One  thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  children 
were  examined,  in  connection  with  applications  for  employment 
licences,  in  accordance  with  the  Children  and  Young  Persons 
Act,  1933  (Section  18 — 21).  Ten  of  these  children  were  found 
to  be  unfit  and,  in  consequence,  licences  were  not  issued.  Two 
children  were  examined  prior  to  performing  in  pantomimes. 


38 


National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 

Officers  cf  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children  have  kept  150  cases  of  neglect  under 
review  and  paid  296  home  visits  as  a  result  of  which  there  was 
a  marked  improvement  in  most  cases. 

Examination  in  accordance  with  Local  Government  and 
Other  Officers’  Superannuation  Act,  1937 

Medical  examinations  were  carried  out  in  connection  with 
staff  appointments  under  the  above  Act  and  436  candidates, 
of  whom  17  were  found  to  be  unfit,  were  examined.  Eight 
candidates  were  examined  on  behalf  of  other  Authorities. 
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BOROUGH  OF  NEWCASTLE  UNDER-LYME 


(EXCEPTED  DISTRICT) 

Dr.  Adam  White,  School  Medical  Officer  for  the  Borough 
of  Newcastle,  has  kindly  supplied  the  information  for  the 
following  remarks  : — 

Staff 

The  duties  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  are  mainly 
supervisory  and  administrative,  although  he  does  a  certain 
small  amount  of  clinical  work  from  time  to  time.  The  work 
of  school  medical  inspection  and  attendance  at  the  school 
clinics  is  carried  out  by  the  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer 
and  by  the  part-time  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers. 

The  medical  inspection  work  is  distributed  evenly 
throughout  the  year.  The  work  at  the  clinics  is  arranged  on 
the  basis  that  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  attends  at  New¬ 
castle  and  Chesterton  Clinics  two  mornings  per  week  and  at 
the  Wolstanton,  Silverdale  and  Knutton  Clinics  one  morning 
per  week  for  a  period  long  enough  for  him  to  deal  with  the 
cases  presented  to  him.  On  the  other  days  of  the  week  a 
school  nurse  is  in  attendance  and  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
is  available  in  an  emergency. 

There  is  one  whole-time  school  nurse  and  four  nurses 
who  each  give  fifty  per  cent  of  their  time  to  school  nursing 
work,  the  other  fifty  per  cent  being  given  to  maternity  and 
child  welfare  work,  so  that,  in  effect,  there  are  three  school 
nurses. 

There  are  three  women  nursing  assistants  who,  in  the 
aggregate,  work  eighty-eight  hours  per  week. 

School  Population 

The  number  of  pupils  on  the  registers  of  Maintained 
Schools  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  10,920. 

Hygiene 

The  policy  of  replacing  the  old  type  furniture  in  schools 
with  furniture  of  modern  design,  has  been  continued  and 
equipment  has  been  purchased  for  the  new  Infants’  classes  to 
meet  the  increased  number  of  admissions. 
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Below  are  given  details  of  structural  improvements  and 
repairs,  which  have  a  bearing  on  school  hygiene  : 

Painting  and  Decoration 

Eight  schools  have  been  decorated  internally  and  two 
externally. 

Playgrounds 

Resurfacing  and  patching  has  been  carried  out  at  four 
schools,  whilst  at  two  others  some  trees  have  been  felled, 
thereby  effecting  improvements. 

Structural  Improvements 

Structural  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  six 
schools  and  heating  boilers  replaced  in  four  other  schools. 

The  linoleum  has  been  overhauled  throughout  at  the 

Nursery  Schools  at  The  Brampton,  Broadmeadow,  Dragon 

Square  and  Marsh  Avenue  and  two  additional  gas  radiators 

installed  in  each  Nurserv. 

*/ 

Medical  Inspection. 

The  pupils  examined  at  periodic  medical  inspections  were 
those  specified  in  Regulation  49,  paragraph  (2),  (a),  ( b )  and  (c) 
of  the  Handicapped  Pupils  and  School  Health  Service  Regula¬ 
tions,  1945.  In  addition,  pupils  of  the  age  groups  shown 
below  were  examined  at  Newcastle  High  School,  Wolstanton 
County  Grammar  School,  Orme  Girls’  School,  Clayton  Hall 
Grammar  School  for  Girls  and  the  Orme  Boys’  County 
Secondary  (Modern)  School. 


Age  Groups 

Number  of  Pupils 

8  years 

1 

11  „ 

199 

12  „ 

27 

13  „ 

18 

14  ,, 

6 

15  „ 

2 

16  „ 

1 

Parents  are  notified  in  advance  of  the  time  of  medical 
inspection  and  their  presence  is  requested  and  cordially 
welcomed.  During  the  year  1,885  parents  were  present  when 
their  children  were  examined.  This  figure  represents  Cl  per 
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cent  of  the  chilchen  examined  but  it  would  be  a  great  advantage 
if  a  larger  number  of  parents  were  present,  particularly  in  the 
case  of  children  suffering  from  minor  defects,  as  a  personal 
interview  with  the  Medical  Officer  is  highly  desirable  and 
often  productive  of  good  results. 

Review  of  the  facts  disclosed  by  Medical  Inspection  and  of 
the  Methods  employed  for  the  Treatment  of  Defects 

Clothing  and  Footwear 

Seven  children  were  found  to  have  defective  clothing  or 
footgear,  or  both.  Their  parents  were  visited  by  a  school 
nurse  as  a  result  of  which  the  defective  conditions  were  all 
improved. 

Nutrition 

The  nutritional  condition  of  the  children  examined  a} 
periodical  medical  inspections  is  shown  in  Table  IIB  in  the 
statistical  tables  at  the  end  of  the  report. 

Uncleanliness 

The  following  table  shows  the  condition  of  the  children’s 
heads  examined  at  periodical  medical  inspections  : — 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Few  Nits 

4 

27 

31 

Nits  !|| 

1 

17 

18 

Pediculij 

u 1 

— 

8 

8 

5 

52 

57 

This  number,  57,  represents  1.86  per  cent  of  the  children 
examined,  but  taking  the  girls’  heads  alone  the  figure  is  3.25 
per  cent.  These  figures  show  some  improvement  when  com¬ 
pared  with  these  of  recent  years. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

Among  the  periodical  and  special  examinations  113 
children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  chronic  tonsillitis, 
or  adenoid  hypertrophy,  or  a  combination  of  these  two  con¬ 
ditions  of  such  a  degree  as  to  require  operative  treatment.  In 
addition  there  were  257  less  severe  cases  which  required  only 
medicinal  treatment  by  gargle,  etc.,  and  general  observation. 
During  the  year  69  cases  received  operative  treatment. 
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Tuberculosis 

Ten  cases  of  definite  or  suspected  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
and  four  cases  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  were  found  at 
periodical  medical  inspections  and  among  the  special  inspect¬ 
ions.  All  these  cases  were  already  under  treatment  or  obser¬ 
vation  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  the  North  Staffordshire 
Royal  Infirmary  or  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Hartshil. 

Skin  Diseases 

The  number  of  cases  of  skin  disease  (dermatitis,  impetigo, 
urticaria,  etc.)  requiring  treatment,  discovered  at  medical 
inspection,  was  91.  These  cases  were  all  referred  for  treatment 
either  to  the  family  doctor,  the  school  clinic,  or  the  North 
Staffordshire  Royal  Infirmary. 

External  Eye  Disease 

The  cases  in  this  category  requiring  treatment  numbered 
13  (blepharitis  4,  cataract  3,  conjunctivitis  2,  ptosis  2, 
scarred  cornea  1,  stye  1).  Of  these,  six  were  treated  at  the 
North  Staffordshire  Royal  Infirmary,  five  by  the  family 
doctor  and  two  at  the  School  Clinic. 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

There  were  298  pupils,  including  specials,  referred  for 
treatment,  236  for  defective  vision  and  62  for  squint.  During 
the  year  484  cases  of  defective  vision  were  submitted  for 
refraction  and  spectacles  were  prescribed  in  405  instances  and 
323  pupils  actually  obtained  them. 

Ear  Disease  and  Hearing 

In  this  category  65  children  were  found  to  be  requiring 
treatment.  Of  this  number  34  were  treated  by  the  family 
doctor,  27  at  the  North  Staffordshire  Royal  Infirmary  and  7 
at  the  School  Clinic. 

Dental  Defects 

Information  for  the  following  report  on  the  work  of  the 
dental  scheme  has  kindly  been  supplied  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Winter, 
the  County  Dental  Officer  : — 

Following  the  resignation  of  one  of  the  dental  surgeons 
in  October,  1948,  it  was  found  impossible  to  fill  the  vacancy 
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and  the  routine  dental  treatment  of  school  children  within 
the  Borough  was  suspended  until  September,  1949,  when  a 
full-time  service,  as  outlined  in  previous  reports,  was  recom¬ 
menced  and  maintained  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  children  inspected  was  1,258  and  of  these 
1,075  were  routine  cases  and  183  special  cases.  Of  the  children 
inspected  892  were  found  to  need  treatment  and  746  actually 
received  it.  The  percentage  of  acceptances  for  treatment  was 
83.6  compared  with  90.4  during  the  previous  year.  This  fall 
in  the  rate  is  largely  the  outcome  of  the  suspension  of  treat¬ 
ment. 

An  analysis  of  the  treatment  for  routine  and  special  cases 
carried  out  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

Filling  cases  only  .  .  .  .  206 

Fillings  and  extractions  . .  25 

Extractions  only  .  .  .  .  458 

Sundry  operations  .  .  .  .  57 

746 


A  total  of  230  children  attended  on  more  than  one  occasion 
and  the  attendances  for  all  purposes  numbered  974. 

The  following  operations  were  performed  during  the 
year  : — 

122  Extractions  of  permanent  teeth 
860  Extractions  of  temporary  teeth 
1  Amalgam  filling 
*  452  Amalgam  and  cement  fillings 
31  Silicate  fillings 
17  Impressions 

1  Orthodontic  supervision 
16  Scalings 

22  Other  dressings 

2  Try-ins 

2  Dentures  fitted 
93  Applications  of  silver  nitrate 
2  Orthodontic  appliances  fitted 
In  addition  to  the  above,  advice  was  given  on  34  occasions. 

The  number  of  parents  present  with  their  children  at  the 
time  of  treatment  was  151. 
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Treatment  of  Uncleanliness  and  Scabies 

The  nurses  and  nursing  assistants  appointed  to  carry  out 
this  work  made  periodical  inspections  of  the  children  in  school 
to  ascertain  the  condition  of  their  heads  with  regard  to  nits, 
vermin,  etc.  The  number  of  individual  children  inspected  was 
8,295. 

The  following  table  shows  the  conditions  found  : — 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Few  Nits 

93 

427 

520 

Nits 

137 

432 

569 

Pediculi 

150 

271 

421 

380 

1,130 

1,510 

All  the  children  found  to  have  nits  or  vermin  were  re¬ 
inspected,  in  some  cases  three  and  four  times. 

School  Clinics 

There  are  five  school  clinics  situated  in  the  area,  one  at 
Friarswood  House,  Newcastle,  one  at  Lily  Street,  Wolstanton, 
one  at  Broadmeadow,  Chesterton,  one  at  Mill  Street,  Silver- 
dale  and  one  at  Knutton.  One  of  these  is  an  adapted  house, 
two  are  semi-permanent  structures,  consisting  of  a  waiting 
room,  a  treatment  room  and  a  doctor’s  room  and  two  are 
permanent  brick  structures  containing  similar  accommodation 
plus  a  sanitary  annexe.  The  Wolstanton  and  Silver  dale 
clinics  are  in  bad  condition  and  as  the  work  involved  in 
renovation  will  be  considerable  and  as  it  is  believed  that  more 

t* 

suitable  sites  for  these  clinics  could  be  obtained,  it  has  been 
recommended  that  more  suitable  sites  be  acquired  and  that 
there  should  be  erected  thereon  buildings  suitable  for  use  as 
school  clinics  and  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres  and 
possibly  for  other  purposes  connected  with  the  Health  Service. 
The  Broadmeadow  clinic  is  not  in  such  a  bad  condition  as  the 
other  two  clinics  already  alluded  to,  but  the  character  of  the 
existing  buildings  is  such  as  not  to  justify  the  considerable 
expenditure  which  would  be  involved  in  its  modernisation 
and,  as  owing  to  building  developments  in  the  area  a  more 
convenient  site  could  be  obtained,  it  has  been  recommended 
that  a  new  site  for  this  clinic  also  be  secured. 
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All  minor  ailments  are  treated  at  these  clinics  and  the 
cases  dealt  with  are  included  in  Table  IV,  Group  I,  of  the 
statistical  tables  at  the  end  of  the  report.  During  the  year 
the  number  of  attendances  at  the  various  clinics  was  16,827. 

Parents  and  teachers  sent  to  the  clinics  any  cases  which 
they  considered  required  attention  and  cases  were  also 
referred  to  the  clinics  as  a  result  of  the  periodical  inspections. 

Infectious  Disease 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  and  contacts  are  dealt  with 
in  conformity  with  the  memorandum  and  recently  issued 
addendum  on  closure  and  exclusion  from  school  and  accepted 
medical  practice. 

During  the  year  130  school  children  received  a  full 
course  of  primary  diphtheria  immunisation  injections  and 
266  received  reinforcement  injections. 

Following  Up 

During  the  year  under  review  525  visits  were  paid  by  the 
nurses  in  the  following  up  of  children  found  to  be  suffering 
from  various  defects. 

Provision  of  Meals 

The  Organiser  for  School  Meals  has  kindly  supplied  the 
information  for  the  following  remarks  : — 

This  year  has  seen  a  number  of  changes  in  the  School 
Meals  Service.  In  January  and  February  the  daily  average 
number  of  meals  supplied  from  the  Civic  Restaurants  was 
3,490  and  3,459,  but  by  December  the  number  was  approxi¬ 
mately  2,380  per  day.  This  was  due  to  the  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  meals  prepared  in  kitchens  operated  by  the  Local 
Education  Authority. 

Two  new  school  canteens  were  opened  in  March,  namely, 
Clayton  Hall  Grammar  School  and  Ellison  Kitchen  Dining 
Room.  Silverdale  Kitchen  had  come  into  operation  by 
November,  1948,  and  was  serving  approximately  100  meals 
daily.  Clayton  Hall  Grammar  School's  numbers  were  about 
260  and  at  Ellison  Street  Kitchen  Dining  Rcom,  430  to  440 
were  served.  Thus  approximately  800  meals  daily  were 
transferred  from  the  Civic  Restaurants  to  Local  Education 
Authority  canteens  in  consequence  of  which  meals  were 
prepared  later  and  reached  the  children  in  a  fresher  condition. 
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The  total  number  of  meals  supplied  in  September  was 
approximately  400  per  day  more  than  in  July.  At  the  end  of 
September  there  was  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  at  West- 
lands  County  Secondary  Modern  School,  Friarswood  Junior 
School  and  Priory  Road  Infants’  School.  The  Civic  Restaurant 
supplying  these  schools  was  subsequently  closed. 

Improvements  were  made  with  regard  to  equipment  and 
old  food  containers  were  withdrawn  from  use  and  aluminium 
types  substituted  throughout.  New  dining  tables  of  appro¬ 
priate  size  were  sent  out  to  schools  to  replace  old  tables  of 
a  less  hygienic  pattern. 

The  Ministry  has  acceded  to  applications  for  refrigerators 
for  the  Nursery  Schools,  the  replacement  of  non-stainless 
knives  by  stainless,  the  replacement  of  some  old  equip¬ 
ment,  additional  equipment,  the  replacement  of  an  old 
steaming  oven  and  improvements  to  the  Kitchen  Staff 
lavatory  accommodation  at  Wclstanton  County  Grammar 
School. 

The  food  record  system  now  operating  in  all  the  School 
Canteens  has  ensured  that  the  total  amount  of  rationed  goods 
permitted  for  school  meals  has  been  taken  up. 

Sheets  showing  the  rationed  allowances  which  may  be 
claimed  in  respect  of  both  main  and  subsidiary  meals,  have 
been  issued  and  recipe  sheets  based  on  the  quantities  allowed. 

Arrangements  for  meals  to  be  served  during  school 
holidays  continued  and  Silverdale  County  Primary  canteen 
and  Ellison  Street  Kitchen  Dining  Room  have  been  used  as 
centres  for  Wolstanton  and  Silverdale. 
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Figures  given  below  show  a  comparison  between  the  milk 
and  meals  supplied  in  October,  1948  and  October,  1949. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No  of 

children 

children 

children 

supplied 

supplied 

supplied 

with 

with 

with  Free 

meals  free 

meals  on 

Milk 

of  charge 

payment 

7th  October,  1948 

Primary 

368 

1,806 

5,346 

Secondary 

221 

1,767 

3,419 

Nursery  .  . 

13 

141 

154 

Total 

602 

3,714 

8,919 

4th  October,  1949 

Primary 

381 

1,794 

5,205 

Secondary 

260 

1,861 

3,196 

Nursery  .  . 

13 

136 

149 

Total 

654 

3,791 

8,550 

Physical  Training 

The  Organiser  for  Physical  Training  has  supplied  the 
information  for  the  following  remarks  : — 

Children  in  the  first  three  years  of  Secondary  Modern 
Schools  have  been  supplied  with  shorts,  vests  and  plimsolls, 
on  loan.  Some  Primary  Junior  scholars  have  been  supplied 
with  shorts  and  vests. 

Although  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
provision  of  storage  accommodation  for  plimsolls  and  clothing, 
much  remains  to  be  done.  Two  complete  years  of  the  Second¬ 
ary  Modern  Schools  have  been  provided  with  storage  cabinets 
and  one  year  of  Primary  Junior  Schools. 

Clothing  for  Physical  Education  has  still  to  be  laundered 
in  the  children’s  homes  and  although  this  scheme  has  disad¬ 
vantages  it  undoubtedly  gives  some  children  a  personal 
interest  in  the  clothing  issued. 


48 


Many  of  the  postural  defects  found  are  not  functional 
but  the  result  of  poor  muscular  tone  and  development  which 
can  be  eradicated  by  systematic  and  directed  treatment  in 
schools.  It  is  felt,  however,  that  the  more  serious  cases  should 
be  placed  under  the  care  of  a  qualified  remedial  gymnast. 

The  use  of  school  halls  for  dining  and  classroom  accom¬ 
modation  ;  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  sharing  of  halls 
in  Mixed  Secondary  Schools  ;  the  lack  of  specialist  teachers 
and  the  dependence  of  outdoor  work  upon  the  weather,  all 
contribute  to  the  difficulties. 

With  increased  supplies  of  small  apparatus,  pleasing 
progress  has  been  observed  in  the  development  of  the  co¬ 
ordinations  of  the  children  entering  Secondary  Schools  and, 
wherever  possible,  climbing  apparatus  has  been  installed  in 
the  Primary  Schools. 

Observations  made  in  the  three  schools  where  climbing 
and  agility  apparatus  have  been  installed,  show  that  not  only 
do  the  children  become  self-reliant  and  fearless,  but  they 
develop  considerably  in  muscular  tone  and  agility.  Some  1,500 
children  per  week  received  swimming  instruction  and  a  total 
of  20  scholars  passed  examinations  of  the  Royal  Life  Saving 
Society. 

Much  has  been  done  towards  overcoming  the  shortage  of 
materials  for  the  playing  of  games  and  teachers  now  appreciate 
the  value  of  teaching  game-like  skills  during  the  organised 
games  periods  as  well  as  using  the  time  for  the  playing  of 
major  games. 

The  seeding  of  some  7 ^  acres  of  ground  at  Pool  Dam 
Playing  Field  is  directed  towards  overcoming  the  serious 
shortage  of  playing  space  but  the  returfing  there  has  tem¬ 
porarily  handicapped  the  programme. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES 

EXCEPTED  DISTRICT  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF 
NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME 


Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained  Primary 

and  Secondary  Schools 

TABLE  I. 


A.  — Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  Routine  Medical  Inspections 

Entrants  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 ,228 

Second  Age  Group  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  813 

Third  Age  Group  .  .  . .  . ,  . .  . .  . .  764 

Total  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2,805 

Number  of  other  periodic  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  254 

Grand  Total..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3,059 

B.  — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  special  inspections  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  747 

Number  of  re-inspections  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 ,662 


Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2,409 


C. — Pupils  found  to  Require  Treatment. 

Number  of  individual  pupils  found  at  periodic  medical  inspections  to 
require  treatment  (excluding  dental  diseases  and  infestation  with 
vermin). 


Group 

(1) 

For  defective 
Vision  ( exclud¬ 
ing  Squint) 

(2) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  II A 
(3) 

Total 

Individual 

Pupils 

(4) 

Entrants 

5 

306 

310 

Second  Age  Group 

118 

118 

220 

Third  Age  Group 

84 

124 

193 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

207 

548 

723 

Other  Periodic  Inspections  . . 

23 

28 

46 

Grand  Total 

230 

576 

769 
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TABLE  II 


A — Return  of  Defects  Found 


Periodic 
No.  OF 

Inspections 

Defects 

Special 
No.  o 

Inspections 
f  Defects 

*  !  1 

I  i 

Requiring 

treatment 

i 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob¬ 
servation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob¬ 
servation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Skin 

79 

22 

12 

— 

Eyes — 

(a)  Vision 

230 

97 

6 

— 

(6)  Squint 

60 

30 

2 

1 

( c )  Other  . . 

Ears — 

.8 

6 

5 

(a)  Hearing 

13 

12 

9 

1 

(b)  Otitis  media  . . 

11 

5 

2 

— 

(e)  Other 

25 

4 

5 

— 

Nose  or  throat 

111 

255 

9 

5 

Speech  . . 

5 

7 

10 

— • 

Cervical  glands 

7 

88 

2 

4 

Heart  and  circulation 

20 

101 

20 

19 

Lungs  . . 

48 

17 

19 

8 

Developmental — 

(a)  Hernia 

15 

12 

5 

1 

(&)  Other  . . 

6 

113 

5 

6 

Orthopaedic — 

(a)  Posture 

20 

71 

9 

4md 

2 

(b)  Flat  foot 

78 

93 

3 

1 

(c)  Other  . . 

45 

78 

8 

5 

Nervous  System — 

{a)  Epilepsy 

3 

1 

— 

— 

(b)  Other  . . 

3 

13 

3 

2 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development  . . 

1 

1 

11 

— 

(b)  Stability  .  ... 

1 

_ _  r  o  - 

3 

24 

19 

Other  . .  ft 

73 

52 

51 


B.— Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected 
during  the  year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

No.  of 
Pupils 
Inspec¬ 
ted 

A 

[Good) 

B 

{Fair) 

C 

{Poor) 

No. 

%  of 
Col.  2 

No. 

%of 
Col.  2 

No. 

%  of 
Col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants  .  . 

1 ,228 

161 

13.11 

1,009 

82.17 

58 

4.72 

Second  Age  Group 

813 

109 

13.41 

662 

81.43 

42 

5.16 

Third  Age  Group 

764 

114 

14.92 

629 

82.33 

21 

2.75 

Other  periodical 
inspections 

254 

51 

20.11 

193 

75.98 

10 

3.91 

Totals 

3,059 

435 

14.22 

2,493 

81.50 

131 

4.28 

TABLE  III 

Infestation  with  Vermin 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the  school 

nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  ..  ..  . .  60,771 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  .  .  1,510 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

notices  were  issued  (Section  54(2)  Education  Act,  1944)  -  1,510 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

orders  were  issued  (Section  54(3),  Education  Act,  1944)  — 

TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  TABLES 


Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which 

see  Table  III). 


(a) 

Skin — 

Number  of  defects 
treated  or  under 
treatment  during 
the  year 

Ringworm — Scalp — 

(i)  X-ray  treatment 
(ii)  Other  treatment 

. . 

1 

Ringworm — Body 

•  .  .  . 

6 

Scabies 

•  •  •  . 

22 

Impetigo 

.  * 

168 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

570 

Eye  Diseases  (external  and  other,  but  excluding  errors  of 
refraction,  squint  and  cases  admitted  to  hospital) 

371 

Ear  Defects  (treatment  for  serious  diseases  of  the  ear,  e.g., 
operative  treatment  in  hospital) 

256 

Miscellaneous  {e.g,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
etc.) 

chilblains, 

5,612 

Total 

. . 

7,006 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s 
ments  clinics 

minor  ail- 

00 

A 

<i> 

52 


Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Eye  Diseases 

treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  1) 

No.  of  defects 
dealt  with 


Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  . .  . .  . .  . .  484 

Other  defects  or  diseases  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those  recorded 

in  Group  I)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Total  . .  . .  487 

No.  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were — 

(а)  Prescribed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  405 

(б)  Obtained  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  323 


Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat 


Received  operative  treatment — 

{a)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis 
( h )  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions 
Received  other  forms  of  treatment 


Total  number 
treated 


69 

5 


Total  . .  . .  74 


Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects 

(a)  No.  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  or  hospital 

schools  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

(b)  No.  treated  otherwise,  e.g.  in  clinics  or  out-patient 

departments  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  581 


Group  V. — Child  Guidance  Treatment  and  Speech  Therapy 

No.  of  pupils  treated — 

(a)  under  Child  Guidance  arrangements 

(bj  under  Speech  Therapy  arrangements . .  . .  . .  12 


TABLE  V. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

(1)  No.  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers — 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,075 

(bj  Specials  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  183 

(c)  Total  (Periodic  and  Specials)  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,258 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  . .  . .  . .  892 

(3)  Number  actually  treated  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  746 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  . .  . .  974 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to — 

(a)  Inspection  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

(bj  Treatment  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  108 

Total  (a)  and  (6)  ..  ..  ..  119 
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(6)  Fillings — 

Permanent  Teeth  . .  . .  . .  . «  ...  482 

Temporary  Teeth  . .  . .  . .  .  . .  2 

Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  484 

(7)  Extractions — 

•:  v  -  * 

Permanent  Teeth  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  122 

Temporary  Teeth  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  860 

Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  982 

(8)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  ..  11! 

.  .  4  *.  i  ■  • 

(9)  Other  operations — 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  62 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth  . .  . .  . .  .....  93 

Total  (a)  and  ( b )  ..  ..  ..  155 


V  1 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES  FOR  STAFFORDSHIRE 

(Less  the  Excepted  District  of  the  Borough  of  Newcastle) 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING 

MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

(Including  Special  Schools) 


TABLE  I. 

A —Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  Routine  Medical  Inspections  : 

Entrants  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8,466 

Second  Age  Group  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  5,124 

Third  Age  Group  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6,503 

Total  ..  ..  ..  20,093 

B — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  special  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  281 

Number  of  re-inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13,837 

Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14,1 18 


C — Pupils  found  to  Require  Treatment. 

Number  of  individual  pupils  found  at  periodic  medical  inspections  to 
require  treatment  (excluding  dental  diseases  and  infestation  with 
vermin). 


Group 

(1) 

For  defective 
Vision  ( exclud¬ 
ing  Squint) 

(2) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  II A 

(3) 

Total 

Individual 

Pupils 

(4) 

Entrants 

41 

592 

545 

Second  Age  Group  . . 

•  • 

80 

72 

141 

Third  Age  Group 

•  • 

121 

66 

172 

Total 

•  • 

242 

730 

858 
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TABLE  II 


A. — Return  of  Defects  Found 


Periodic 
No.  of 

Inspections 

Defects 

Special 
No.  oi 

Inspections 
f  Defects 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob¬ 
servation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob¬ 
servation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Skin 

28 

235 

— 

3 

Eyes — 

(a)  Vision  . . 

242 

876 

— 

65 

( b )  Squint 

40 

215 

— 

3 

( c )  Other  . . 

12 

123 

— 

8 

Ears — 

(a)  Hearing 

16 

85 

— 

7 

( b )  Otitis  media  . 

14 

148 

1 

9 

( c )  Other  . . 

2 

63 

— 

1 

Nose  or  throat 

318 

1,909 

1 

36 

Speech 

14 

128 

1 

7 

Cervical  glands 

40 

677 

2 

13 

Heart  and  circulation 

7 

355 

1 

9 

Lungs  . . 

23 

614 

— 

14 

Developmental — 

(a)  Hernia 

10 

50 

— 

— 

( b )  Other  . . 

4 

83 

— 

— 

Orthopaedic — 

(a)  Posture 

13 

243 

— 

2 

( b )  Flat  foot 

98 

380 

— 

1 

(c)  Other  .  . 

58 

728 

2 

8 

Nervous  System — 

(a)  Epilepsy 

3 

27 

— 

4 

( b )  Other  .  . 

O 

jL 

63 

— 

— 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development  . . 

1 

39 

— 

5 

( b )  Stability 

1 

70 

— 

—  , 

Other  . . 

25 

536 

6 

45 

Dull  and  backward  .  . 

— 

109 

— 

5 

Rheumatism .  . 

1 

50 

1 

2 
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B — Classification  o!  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected 
during  the  Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

No.  of 
pupils 
in¬ 
spected 

A  (Good) 

B  (I 

"air) 

C  (I 

3oor) 

No. 

%  of 
Col.  2 

No. 

%  of 
Col.  2 

No. 

%  of 
Col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants  . . 

8,466 

3,236 

38.22 

4,968 

58.68 

262 

3.09 

Second  Age  Group 

5,124 

914 

17.83 

3,972 

77.51 

238 

4.64 

Third  Age  Group 

6,503 

1,763 

27.11 

4,463 

68.61 

277 

4.26 

Total 

20,093 

5,913 

29.43 

13,403 

66.70 

111 

3.86 

TABLE  III. 

Infestation  with  Vermin 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the  school 

nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  ..  ..  ..  220,312 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested.  .  8,716 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

notices  were  issued  (Section  54(2)  Education  Act,  1944)  73 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

orders  were  issued  (Section  54(3),  Education  Act,  1944)  55 

TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  TABLES 

Group  I.  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  uncleanliness,  for  which 

see  Table  III.) 


Number  of  defects 

(a)  treated  or  under 

treatment  during 


Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp— 

the  year 

(i)  X-ray  treatment 

— 

(ii)  Other  treatment 

80 

Ringworm — Body 

30 

Scabies  . . 

271 

Impetigo 

813 

Other  skin  diseases 

6,898 

Eye  diseases  (external  and  other,  but  excluding  errors  of 
refraction,  squint  and  cases  admitted  to  hospital) 

2,520 

Ear  defects 

2,259 

Miscellaneous  ( e.g .  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains, 
etc.) 

12,593 

Total 

25,464 

( b )  Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s  minor  ail¬ 
ments  clinics 

61,756 
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Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Eye  Disease 
treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I). 

No.  oj  defects 
dealt  with 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  . .  . .  . .  . .  4,057 

Other  defects  or  diseases  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those  recorded 

in  Group  I)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  82 

Total  . .  . .  4,139 

No.  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were — 

(a)  Prescribed  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  3,150 

( b )  Obtained  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  2,277 

Group  III.— Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat 

Total  number 
treated 

Received  operative  treatment — 

(a)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  .  .  .  .  . .  468 

(b)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  .  .  .  .  — 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  . .  . .  . .  . .  19 

Total  . .  . .  487 

Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects 

(a)  No.  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  or  hospital 

schools  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  128 

(b)  No.  treated  otherwise,  e.g.  in  clinics  or  out-patients 

departments  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  391 

Group  V. — Child  Guidance  Treatment  and  Speech  Therapy 

No.  of  pupils  treated — 

(a)  under  Child  Guidance  arrangements  . .  . ,  . .  51 

(b)  under  Speech  Therapy  arrangements  . .  . .  . .  249 

TABLE  V. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

(1)  No.  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers — 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  47,657 

(b)  Specials  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6,051 

( c )  Total  (Periodic  and  Specials)  . .  . .  . .  . .  53,708 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  . .  . .  . .  34,633 

(3)  Number  actually  treated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  29,190 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  . .  . .  37,968 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to — 

(a)  Inspection  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  454 

( b )  Treatment  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  5,011 

Total  (a)  and  (b)  . .  . .  . .  . .  5,465 
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(6)  Fillings — 

Permanent  Teeth  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25,405 

Temporary  Teeth  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  390 

Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25,795 

(7)  Extractions — 

Permanent  Teeth  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3,557 

Temporary  Teeth  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32,525 

Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  36,082 

(8)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  . .  3,056 

(9)  Other  operations — 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5,328 

( b )  Temporary  Teeth  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5,886 

Total  (a)  and  (b)  ..  ..  ..  ..  11,214 
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Important  Data,  1949. 

Estimated  Civilian  population  of  Administrative  County- — 

Urban  . .  633,940 

Rural  .  .  204,000 


837,940 


Estimated  School  population  of  Administrative  County  ..  125,733 

Acreage  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  685,503 

Densty  of  population  per  acre  ..  ..  ..  ..  1.2 

Density  of  population  per  acre,  urban  areas  .  .  .  .  6.3 

Mean  area  per  person  in  acres.  .  ..  ..  ..  ..  2.9 


Number  of  schools  and  departments  in  the  County 
(including  Newcastle)  are  : — 


Nursery  Schools .  .  ..  ..  ..  16' 

County  Primary  Schools  .  .  .  .  258 

Voluntary  ,,  ,,  .  .  .  .  238 

County  Secondary  Modern  Schools  .  .  78 

Voluntary  ,,  ,,  ,,  .  .  8 

County  Secondary  Grammar  and  High  > 


Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Voluntary  Secondary  Grammar  and 

High  Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

County  Secondary  Technical  . .  . .  4 

Special  Schools  . .  .  .  . .  . .  3, 


=  628  Departments 


Average  number  on  roll 
Average  attendances 


119,042 

107,138 
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SCHOOL  CLINICS 

(Less  the  Excepted  District  of  the  Borough  of  Newcastle) 

as  at  31-12-49 
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School,  High  St.  Tues.  weekly 

Cannock  f  (1)  Health  Department,  9-30 — 10-30  Temp,  closed  2-0 — 4-0 

Church  Street  Mons.,  Weds,  and  Fridays  weekly 

Fridays  weekly 
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(2)  Featherstone  C.  School 
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